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was obliged to leave the country
in 1769, and until 1775 he lived
mainly in England ; but he died
in Switzerland July 16, 1806.
Delolme's fame rests entirely on
his work on the English constitu-
tion. This appeared in French in
1771, and then in English, and
until the rise of more critical
scholarship was a standard book.
Delorme, MARION (1613-50).
French courtesan. She was bom at
Blois, Oct. 3, 1613, and went when
very young to
Paris, where
she became as
famous for her
beauty as no-
torious for the
succession of
celebrated men
who were her
lovers, includ-
ing Cinq-
Mars, Conde",
Richelieu, and
the duke of
Buckingham. Her house became
known as a meeting-place of Fron-
dists, and she was about to be im-
prisoned by the government when
she suddenly died, July 2, 1650.
Long afterwards it was said that
she had escaped to England and
married, that she returned to Paris,
and lived on into the 18th century,
>She was the subject of a play by

Marion DelornJe,v
French courtesan

from a print in
Bibl Nat., Paris

Victor Hugo, 1831, and of a novel
by G. P. R. James, 1830.

De I'Orme, PHILIBERT (c. 1515
-70). French architect. Born at
Lyons, he spent some years in
Italy, and after his return in
1536 came under the notice of the
French court. On the accession of
Henri II he became architect to
the king, for whom he designed a
theatre at St. Germain-en-Laye.
In 1564 he began the palace of
the Tuileries for Catherine de'
Medici, and though his monumental
scheme was greatly modified by his
successors, the design and plan were
a memorable achievement. His
great ability as a constructor sup-
ports the claim that he revolu-
tionised building in France. He
died in Paris, Jan. 8, 1570.

Delos. Smallest of the Cyclades
Islands (q.i).). Formerly known as
Asteria and Ortygia, according to
the legend it came into being from
a blow of Poseidon's trident,
whence the name Delos (visible).
Originally a floating island, it was
fastened by Zeus with chains to
receive the wandering Leto (La-
tona), who there gave birth to
Apollo and Artemis. Held sacred
from the earliest times, it was the
seat of a famous temple and oracle
of Apollo, in whose honour the
Delian games were held every five
years. About 477 B.C. it became

Delphi. Air view of the town as it is today. The foundations of the temple
of Apollo, with, the theatre above it, stand out clearly. Higher still is the
stadium for the Pythian games. Along the road up to the temple are ruins
of small temples, or treasuries, dedicated by individual Greek cities to Apollo

the treasury of the Delian League,
a confederacy of Athens and other
Greek states formed to resist the
common enemy, Persia. About 458
the funds were removed to Athens,
a step which led to the establish-
ment of the Athenian empire.
After long independence (322-
161) Delos was again placed, by the
Romans, under the control of
Athens. From that time it had
great prosperity as a commercial
centre, notably as a slave market,
until in 87 it was sacked by a gen-
eral of Mithradates. Excavations
in the now deserted island, begun
in 1829 and continued in 1873 and
1877 by French archaeologists, led
to the discovery of important
remains.
Delphi. Small town of ancient
Greece, in Phocis, famous for its
oracle of Apollo. The town lay on
the S. slope of Mt. Parnassus; its
inhabitants were Dorians and the
government was an oligarchy. The
principal seat of the worship of
Apollo, Delphi was also associated
with that of Dionysus, and every
four years it was the scene of the
celebration of the Pythian games.
The temple of Apollo possessed
great wealth; and many of the
Greek city states also had tem-
ples, or treasuries, along the road
that zigzags up to the main temple.
The oracular responses were
given by a priestess called the
Pythia, who, according to tradition,
sat on a tripod placed in the centre
of the temple over a chasm, from
which a vapour arose from the
spring Cassotis flowing underneath.
This vapour was supposed to give
inspiration to the utterances of the
priestesses. The oracle was re-
garded as being biased in favour of
the Dorians. It was also noted for
the ambiguity of its utterances (see
Croesus). Extensive excavations
at Delphi have revealed the site of
the temple and its surroundings,
and many buildings described by
ancient writers have been identified.
Delphinidae (Lat. delphinus,
dolphin). Large family of aquatic
mammals. Forming part of the
sub-order of toothed cetaceans, its
members are of small or medium
size, mostly marine, and usually
with numerous teeth in both jaws.
There are two sub-families com-
prising respectively true dolphins,
porpoises, killer whales, gram-
puses, blackfish or pilot whales;
narwhals and belugas or white
whales. Killer whales, which eat
seals and small cetaceans, ar$
the only members of the family
that subsist on warm-bloodef
animals. All others feed on nshef
and invertebrates, except a dolphin